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Realtor.com ranks area 8th in website search comparisons 

The North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton metropolitan area ranks eighth on a new list of the nation’s 
Top 10 housing markets to watch, according to a report released Thursday by realtor.com. 

The real estate website created the standings by ranking areas with the highest ratio of inbound 
searches compared to outbound searches on realtor.com, which captures home-search activity 
early in the buying cycle and acts as a predictor of eventual sales activity. 

The locations on the list have high housing demand driven by relatively affordable prices, a high 
number of homes for sale and strong job markets. Forty-one consecutive months of inventory 
declines and housing price gains are pushing buyers to expand their home searches beyond their 
immediate metro markets to under-the-radar, secondary markets, according to the report. 

All of that, the study finds, gives insight into what may be America’s next top markets to watch. 

“Buyers have traditionally sought refuge in the suburbs during times of high home prices,” 
Javier Vivas, director of economic research at realtor.com, said in the report. “But with today’s 
record highs, even the suburbs have gotten pricey, which has demand flooding outward as 
options disappear and prices move further out of reach in top job hubs.” 

“The markets on this list offer affordable housing options and a chance to move up for those who 
are willing to change jobs or take on longer commutes,” Vivas said. 

The majority of demand for Sarasota-Manatee, which has a median listing price of $350,000, is 
coming from New York, where the median listing price has reached $474,000. 

Deltona, where the median listing price is $270,000, and Jacksonville, which has a median 
home listing price of $307,000, are seeing most of their demand from Miami, where the median 
home price is $388,000. Deltona is fourth on the list, Jacksonville sixth. 

One of the largest factors driving people to these markets is inventory availability. 

Approximately 1.3 percent of all the homes in these areas are available for sale, compared with 
0.9 percent of homes in the top 100 largest U.S. metros. When compared to the markets driving 
demand to these areas, the difference is even greater. In Florida, Deltona and North Port have 
2.1 and 2.2 percent of their inventory available for sale, respectively, compared with Orlando, 
with 0.9 percent, and New York, with 0.8 percent. 

Downtown Sarasota is going through a revitalization that is drawing many young professionals 
to the area. In neighborhoods like Gulf Gate, housing is affordable and the quality of life is high, 



making it great for both young families and retirees, realtor.com says. Gulf Gates’ close 
proximity to downtown also makes it popular for those who enjoy the many boutique 
restaurants and bars the area has to offer. 

Sarasota is expected to have 2.1 percent job growth this year, a key market statistic, according to 
the report. 

The Top 10 

1 - Spokane, Washington 

2 - Portland, Maine 

3 - Knoxville, Tennessee 

4 - Deltona-Daytona Beach 

5 - Boise, Idaho 

6 - Jacksonville 

7 - Charleston, South Carolina 

8 - North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton 

9 - Bakersfield, California 

10 - Chattanooga, Tennessee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


